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Rational 

The learning environment is important as a means of adding greater depth and breadth to pupil’s 

learning. It also raises self-esteem and encourages pride in the classroom and school. The learning 

environment at Bennerley reinforces the school’s commitment to high standards and the drive to 

continually raise achievement. 

Aims 

The school’s aims for the learning environment are:  

• To value and enhance pupil’s work. 

• Reflect the vision and aims of the school towards excellence. 

• To celebrate achievement. 

• To increase pupil’s self-esteem and pride in their work. 

• To motivate pupil by setting high standards to which they can aspire. 

• To create a stimulating teaching and learning environment. 

• To encourage aesthetic awareness and a positive attitude to our school environment. 

• To arouse curiosity, pose questions and stimulate enquiry. 

• To reflect and value different levels of achievement and cultural backgrounds. 

• To inform and inspire parents, carers, governors, teachers and visitors to the school.  

Individual teachers are responsible for the learning environment within their own classroom and 

designated areas. 

Organisation 

The learning environments of successful classrooms are calm, welcoming, stimulating environments 

where high value is placed on learning. The visual environment is very important and should display 

work which is representative of all pupil and all ability levels. Displays should reflect the taught 

curriculum and be changed regularly to sustain interest and discussion.  

There is a calm environment when:  

• Pupil are on task. 

• Pupil are aware of acceptable noise levels for classwork and teachers help to maintain this 

by example. 

• Pupil are taught to tidy up after themselves. 

• Pupil know the teachers’ rules and boundaries. 

• Pupil have appropriate amount of room for the activity.  

The room is well organised for learning when:  

• Teaching walls are labelled so that pupils can be independent and know what goes where. 

• Pupil’s resources (work books, reading books and pencil cases) are accessible. 

• There is a clear furniture layout (no furniture is allowed in communal areas unless 

permission from HOC has been granted). 



 

 

• The room is kept clean, tidy and free from all un-necessary clutter that does not directly 

support learning. 

• Any resources that are not being used are put under lock and key and away from pupil 

access. 

• Any tools and materials are appropriately stored according to H&S and COSHH regulations. 

If any item does not directly support the learning environment it simply must not be in the learning 

environment. 

All classrooms must adhere to the school’s checklist for classroom content and organisation – see 

Appendix A 

The learning environment – working walls 

 The classroom learning environment for all classroom environments are based on the ‘working wall 

approach’ where teachers’ modelling and prompts are displayed as part of ongoing learning in each 

classroom. 

• Pupil’s work is used to affirm features of work that are desired. 

• Vocabulary relevant to the focus of the learning is evident in all subjects. 

• There is an interactive element in displays using this approach, where pupils have the 

chance to interact with the display either during the main teaching input or as part of their 

lesson or informally to extend their learning beyond the lesson. Interactive aspects of the 

display should enable pupils to use a range of learning styles. 

• Work on the working wall reflects KS3 and our current qualifications on offer. 

• Work is not necessarily mounted as it is expected to develop rapidly and change frequently. 

• Teachers and pupils may write captions and posters by hand as part of the lesson, which are 

then put on the wall for reference. Handwriting should represent the pupils very best 

efforts. 

• All boards are backed and bordered. Teachers should use push pins or a staple gun to put up 

work. Only staff are to handle staple guns. 

• Blu tac must not be used on the fabric (leaves stain marks) and no staples should be driven 

into the walls (damages plaster).  

• All labels and titles should be clearly visible and accessible.  Consider our shorter readers. 

• All work both teacher information and pupils’ work should be displayed vertically or 

horizontally and not at an angle 

As our rooms are used for all subjects (with the exception of Science) every classroom should have a 

board that supports the acquisition of core skills for English and Mathematics.  

Whole School Areas  

A display should always have one or more of these specific purposes in mind: 

• To stimulate interest in a theme. 

• To introduce, summarise or reinforce knowledge and skills. 

• To celebrate pupil’s work. Displays should include: 

• Information (pictures, reference materials, word banks, etc to encourage interaction and 

enquiry). 

• Process (stimulus material, evidence of the work’s evolution). 

• Outcomes (final results). 



 

 

• Links to SMSC/PSHE/British Values. 

• Careers and next steps (CIAG). 

• Qualifications on offer in that subject area. 

 

School Reception 

Monitor to cycle a range of images of:  

• Pupils’ learning 

• Up-coming events. 

• Outdoor Education. 

• Promotional materials. 

• Current results. 

Leaflet stand mounted to the wall to provide a further reading and links to support networks on a 

range of different topics such as reading, E-Safety, CP/SG. 

Reception T junction 

 

Classroom corridor.  

 

 



 

 

End Corridor 

                               

Content 

• Clear labels and headings to indicate the title of the work and which subject or topics it is 

related to. Information about the process involved. 

• Links to SMSC/PSHE/British Values. 

• A variety of written texts styles should be used (e.g. handwritten by student/adults, 

computer fonts, etc). In communal areas the font should be ‘century gothic’. 

• All written work on display should be in pen. 

• Display work should be accessible to pupils and be easy to read (‘not too busy’). 

• Staples/tacks should be completely removed when changing a display. 

• Pupil’s work should be backed on red poster paper. 

• The display area should have a border that will surround the work. 

Whole School Display 

• Main display areas in the communal areas of the school will be changed on rotation. 

• There will be a showcase of events that have occurred during the term between all year 

groups in the foyer of the school. 

• Work on display will reflect the current learning in the school. 

All displays in the main foyer must be agreed by the deputy head teacher and put up complete (no 

ongoing displays). All displays need to reflect the professional and innovative nature of the work that 

is carried out in the school. 

Guidance notes for display 

There should be a mix of pupil’s work; information for pupils; information for adults; evidence of our 

community/ethnic mix; evidence of achievement; working walls. 

Areas for display must be backed and bordered. 

Work should be mounted, titled with an indication of the learning involved, labelled with the pupil’s 

name and class and dated. 

Masking tape and gaffer tape NOT to be used on walls. 

No blu-tack on walls as it leaves a greasy mark on painted surfaces. 

Work/items of display should be clear and not overlap unless it is an integral part of the display’s 

design (not done because of running out of space). 

Work and posters must not be stuck on windows. Obscuring windows is contrary to access and 

inclusion advice. It also presents a poor picture from outside and is not in line with the design ethos 

and principles of the school.  

Displays should be restricted to the display boards. 



 

 

Pupil’s work on a designated learning wall will show work in progress. 

All notices should be up to date and attractive.  

All displays and notices should have correct spelling, syntax and punctuation (there are exceptions 

on working walls where work in process by pupils may be displayed). 

Working walls should reflect current learning. 

Appendix A  

Monitoring in Classrooms – Learning Environment and Displays 

 Date:  

Classroom/ Area:   

Teacher:  

 

Learning Environment Checklist 
MUST HAVES 

Developed Not yet 
developed 

Comments 

Active Folders.    

Behaviour Expectations.    

Consequences.    

Class groupings.    

Marking prompts for 
self/peer/Teacher. Red response. 

   

Daily timetable.    

Teaching walls to be tidy and 
resource labelled clearly. 

   

Clear and tidy teacher areas. No 
clutter. 

   

Name tray labels printed.    

Word walls.    

English Punctuation cards on display.    

Sentence openers.    

Clear modelled handwriting 
samples. 

   

Mathematics Number line (on 
teaching walls) 

   

Curricular mathematics targets.    

Visual models to support taught 
strategy. 

   

Mathematics terms and vocabulary.    

Mathematics resources labelled    

Science Key vocabulary displayed    

Scientific principles Investigative 
language displayed 

   

Let’s investigate table-topic table 
(hands on feely) 

   

SEND/ Inclusion support.    

 


