
 
 
 

Curriculum at AVESC- Sawley Site 
 
Baseline assessments in Numeracy, Reading, Spelling and Functional Skills are 
completed by each student when they come on roll at Sawley. These assessments help 
to inform Maths and English targets for student Individual Learning Plans (ILPs).  
 
Students are assessed in each subject at the end of each half term and/or the end of 
each unit of work. They are also assessed to measure progress in reading, literacy and 
numeracy three times a year.  
 
Each student has an ILP with Maths, English and behaviour targets. These are 
monitored and reviewed throughout each term.  
 
The content of the curriculum 
 
Maths 
 
GCSE Mathematics AQA syllabus (8300) 
 
This course is for everyone. It is diverse, engaging and essential in equipping 
students with the right skills.  It is designed to be more accessible to our students 
reading skills and is designed to enable students to engage with, explore, enjoy and 
succeed in maths. The content for this course is organised into broad topic areas: 
Number, Algebra, Ratio, proportion and rates of change, Geometry and measures, 
Probability and Statistics.   
GCSE Mathematics has a Foundation tier (grades 1 – 5) and a Higher tier (grades 4 – 
9). Students must take three question papers at the same tier. 
 
Functional Skills Maths OCR Level 1 -2 (4367, 4368)  
 
Functional Mathematics Level 1 and Level 2 aims to promote mathematical thinking 
and transferable skills rather than rote learning. Students cover, Maths that is useful 
in everyday situations and the world of work and contextual material which 
emphasises the benefits of Maths to students who have been 'turned off' by the 
subject. 
The Level 1 qualification in Functional Mathematics provides a good basis for 
progression to Level 2 in Functional Mathematics and GCSE. 
 
Functional Skills AQA Entry Level 1-3 Mathematics (5930) 
 
The ELC Maths course we use develops basic, relevant maths skills, and builds 
students' confidence as they work towards a recognised maths qualification. We use 
the on-demand assessment, which allows students to stay motivated as they can 
complete assignments when they are ready.  The exams use straightforward 



language in the assessments, so students can focus on the maths and achieve the 
results they deserve.  
The Entry Level qualifications come in Level 1, Level 2 and Level 3 and are used as a 
stepping stone towards a GCSE.   
 
English 
 
Students are introduced to a range of fiction and non-fiction to establish a route of 
progression through Step up to English, Functional Skills and GCSE English Language.  
It is hoped that students who are then capable will also be entered for the GCSE in 
English Literature. 
 
Functional Skills English– OCR  
 
OCR Functional Skills qualifications are offered at Entry level, level 1 and level 2. 
Functional Skills qualifications support the development of practical skills in English 
and are designed to help learners gain the most out of work, education and everyday 
life. The OCR Functional Skills qualifications in English at Entry level contain three sub 
levels: Entry Level 1, Entry Level 2 and Entry Level 3. Each assesses three 
components – Speaking, listening and communication; Reading; and Writing. A huge 
benefit for us at the Centre is that these papers can be ordered ‘on demand’ which 
gives us the flexibility to enter students whenever they are ready.   
 
Step up to English - AQA Specification code – 5970 
 
Step up to English helps Entry Level students build basic and relevant literacy skills 
and is suitable for students of all ages. The specification is fully co-teachable with 
GCSE English Language. 
It offers two ‘Steps’: Silver Step (Entry Level 1 and 2) and Gold Step (Entry Level 3) 
which is ideal to build confidence and provide access to the new GCSEs. The 
assessment is on demand, with certification twice a year, so students can complete 
assignments when they’re ready. 
 
GCSE English Language - Exam Board:  AQA Specification code – 8700 
 
Students read a wide range of different extracts from fiction and non-fiction texts 
covering the 19th, 20th and 21st century time periods to develop the skills they need 
to read, understand as well as to write clearly, coherently and accurately using a 
range of vocabulary and sentence structures. 
Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing 
Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives 
Non-examination Assessment: The preparation and assessment of Spoken Language 
is a compulsory requirement of the GCSE. It will appear on all students' certificates 
as a separately reported grade (pass, merit or distinction), alongside the overall 
grade issued. The criteria will address the following assessment objectives: 
AO7 – Demonstrate presentation skills in a formal setting 



AO8 – Listen and respond appropriately to spoken language, including questions and 
feedback to presentations 
AO9 – use spoken Standard English effectively in speeches and presentations. 
 
GCSE English Literature – Exam Board:  Edexcel Specification Code – 1ETO (Option) 
 
The Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in English Literature is a linear 
course. It consists of two externally examined components. Students must complete 
all assessment in May/June in any single year. 
 
Component 1: Shakespeare and Post-1914 Literature – this is externally assessed 
and is worth 50% of the total GCSE. Section A requires students to answer a two-part 
question based on a short extract from the Shakespeare text that they have studied.  
Section B focuses on the Post 1914 British play or novel.  
   
Component 2: 19th-century Novel and Poetry since 1789 – this is externally 
assessed and is worth 50% of the total GCSE.  Section A – 19th-century novel: a two-
part question, with the first part focussed on an extract of approximately 400 words. 
The second part is an essay question exploring the whole text. Section B – Part 1: 
One question comparing a named poem from the Pearson Poetry Anthology 
collection to another poem from that collection. The named poem will be shown in 
the question paper. Part 2: One question comparing two unseen contemporary 
poems. 
 
GCSE Art OCR (Core and Option) 
 
Students must complete both components (01 and 02) to be awarded the OCR GCSE 
(9-1) in Art and Design. 

 

Component 01: Portfolio 

 

Students produce a portfolio of practical work showing their personal response to a 
set starting point, brief, scenario or stimulus. The portfolio may be presented in 
appropriate formats for the specification title they are following and chosen area of 
study, including sketchbooks, digital presentations, mounted sheets, maquettes, 
prototypes, animated work, scale models or illustrated written work. 
The portfolio must provide evidence that the student has met all four assessment 
objectives. 
 

Component 02: Externally set task 
 
Students respond to one of five themes, each with a range of written and visual 
starting points and stimuli. Students research, plan and develop ideas for their 
response to the option they have chosen, which they must then realise within the 
ten-hour supervised time period. 
 



Geography GCSE AQA 8035 (Option) 
 
The subject content is split into four units: 3.1 Living with the physical environment, 
3.2 Challenges in the human environment, 3.3 Geographical applications and 3.4 
Geographical skills. 
 
Units 3.1 and 3.2 the content is split into sections, with each section focusing on a 
particular geographical theme. Unit 3.3 sets out the requirements for fieldwork and 
issue evaluation. Unit 3.4 sets out the geographical skills that students are required 
to develop and demonstrate. In the specification content, students are required to 
study case studies and examples 
 
Geography also incorporates current affairs, local issues and local geography. It also 
includes aspects of the PSE curriculum. 
 
GCSE Religious Studies AQA 8062 (Option) 
 
Component one is the studies of religions, beliefs teachings and practises and 
includes studying two from Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism and 
Sikhism. 
 
Component two is Thematic Studies and includes either four religious, philosophical 
and ethical studies themes or two religious, philosophical and ethical studies themes 
and two textual studies themes from: 

• Theme A: Relationships and families. 

• Theme B: Religion and life. 

• Theme C: The existence of God and revelation. 

• Theme D: Religion, peace and conflict. 

• Theme E: Religion, crime and punishment. 

• Theme F: Religion, human rights and social justice. 

Textual studies themes: 

• Theme G: St Mark's Gospel – the life of Jesus. 

• Theme H: St Mark's Gospel as a source of religious, moral and spiritual truths. 

 
Functional Skills ICT – Edexcel  
 
Functional Skills Information and Communication Technology (ICT) qualifications are 
designed to give learners the skills to operate confidently, effectively and 
independently in education, work and everyday life.  
 

The aim of the course is to develop student understanding and skills in: 
 

• using ICT  

• finding and selecting information  



• developing, presenting and communicating information. 
 
Assessments are completed online and ordered when students demonstrate they 
are ready through work completed in lessons.  
 
PSE AQA Award and Certificate EL1-Level 2 
 
Students must submit evidence for any four units for an Award and any seven units 
for a Certificate. Each unit is available at each of the five levels. 
Unit 1: Personal Action Planning 
Unit 2: Drugs Education 
Unit 3: Sex and Relationship Education 
Unit 4: Personal Finance 
Unit 5: Emotional Wellbeing 
Unit 6: Healthy Lifestyles 
Unit 7: Making Informed Career Choices 
Unit 8: Applying for Jobs and Courses 
Unit 9: Relationships, Behaviour and Practices in the Workplace 
Unit 10: Personal Safety 
Unit 11: Being a Critical Consumer 
Unit 12: Introduction to Diversity, Prejudice and Discrimination 
 
Units covered are outlined in the Sawley Curriculum overview.  
 
Travel and Tourism BTEC (Option) EL3, Level 1 Award, Certificate and Diploma 
 
The 6-credit Edexcel BTEC Entry Level Award (Entry 3) (QCF) offers a ‘taster’ 
qualification that focuses on the personal qualities and work skills that are required 
for the Travel and Tourism sector. Units include ‘Researching a Destination’, 
‘Planning for and Taking Part in a Visit’ and ‘Displaying Travel and Tourism 
Information.’ 
 
The 7-credit Edexcel BTEC Level 1 Award introduces the skills, qualities and 
knowledge that may be required for employment in the Travel and Tourism sector. 
Units include ‘UK Travel Destinations’ and ‘Planning a Trip to a Visitor Attraction.’ 
 
The 13-credit Edexcel BTEC Level 1 Certificate extends the work-related focus from 
the Edexcel BTEC Level 1 Award and covers some of the knowledge and practical 
skills required for employment in Travel and Tourism. Units include ‘Recommending 
a Package Holiday’ and ‘Schedule, Charter and Low-Cost Airlines.’ 
 
The 37 credit Edexcel BTEC Level 1 Diploma offers a more in-depth programme for 
those who are confident they want to work in the Travel and Tourism sector. Units 
Include ‘The Role of the Overseas Resort Representative’ and ‘The Role of Air Cabin 
Crew.’ 
 



Students can be entered for Entry Level 3 as well as level one at three different levels 
depending how many credits they complete. This provides flexibility for those 
students do not attend for all KS4. 
 
BTEC Vocational Studies: level 1 Award, Certificate, Extended Certificate and 
Diploma (Option) 
 
Vocational Studies gives learners the opportunity to: 
 

• experience being taught about more than one vocational sector where they have 
not yet decided on a specific sector to follow  
 

• develop knowledge, understanding and skills of difference vocational sectors to 
motivate them to progress to higher level qualifications or employment in a specific 
sector. 
 

• Develop cross-cutting employability skills through carrying out practical activities in 
a vocational context 
 

• Engage in learning which is relevant to them and provide opportunities to develop 
a range of skills and techniques, personal skills and attributes essential for successful 
performance in working life 
 

• achieve a nationally recognised Level 1 vocationally related qualification  
 

• prepare for Post 16 and employment  
 

• progress to related general and/or vocational qualifications 
 

• Students can complete work towards units through other subjects taught at 
Sawley. 
 
Students can gain a level one at four different levels depending how many credits 
they complete. This provides flexibility for those students do not attend for all KS4 
 
Year Group Differences 
 
GCSE Visits are usually carried out with Year 11s, so the maximum number of 
students can participate in this compulsory part of the courses. Also, students 
usually have more knowledge and understanding of the courses by Year 11 and are 
therefore able to gain more from the visits. 
 
ICT is taught throughout Year 10 and 11. This allows some elements to be delivered 
during other subjects. Students will sometimes be withdrawn from option subjects 
to cover elements of this course. 
 



Vocational Studies can be incorporated in to other subjects depending on the units 
students are studying; for example Art based units can be covered during GCSE Art 
lessons and Travel and Tourism units can be covered in Travel and Tourism lessons. 
GCSE English Literature is an option that can be taught alongside English Language 
and those students with appropriate assessment levels and engagement are entered 
for the exam in Year 11. 
 
Reading initiatives/schemes on site 
 
RM Reading assessments 
 
Blackwell Spelling Tests 
 
Regular Reading for Pleasure Time 
 
Non-Fiction November 
 
February Fiction 
 
Registered with the Book Trust 
 
Names of phonics schemes on site 
 
Catch-up Literacy Training booked for Teaching Assistant 
 
1:1 intervention for targeted students 
 
Weekly spelling focus. 
 
List of courses available at KS4 including GCSEs 
 
Maths GCSE 
 
Geography GCSE AQA A. 
 
English Language GCSE 
 
English Literature GCSE 
 
Art GCSE 
 
Religious Studies AQA 
 
Science AQA 
 
ICT Cambridge Nationals J800 
 



PSE AQA Award and Certificate 
 
Step-up to English AQA 
 
Functional Skills English OCR 
 
Functional Skills Maths OCR 
 
Functional Skills ICT Edexcel 
 
Travel and Tourism BTEC 
 
Vocational Studies BTEC 
 
Enterprise and Marketing CamNat 
 
Various Alternative Provisions 
 
How parents/stakeholders/other members of the public can find out more 
information about the curriculum on site. 
 
Information about the subjects is explained to parents/carers during the induction 
meeting. Student progress and updates on curriculum content is shared with parents 
in end of day phone calls every day.  
 
All exam board websites have detailed information about all courses.  
 
Sites approach to delivering that curriculum. 
 
Students are split between two or three groups and then taught by subject specialist 
as well supported by at least one TA. The third group is usually a smaller group led 
by Teaching Assistants.  
 
Whilst one larger group is in a certain subject the other will have a different subject. 
The groups will then swap classrooms at the end/beginning of each lesson, so 
students are mainly taught by subject specialists and have a change of setting each 
lesson. 
 
Functional Skills assessments are sat throughout the Year when student internal 
assessment levels show students are likely to pass.  
 
Students Spoken Language assessments are completed in Year 11 as this allows the 
maximum number of students to take the qualification and it is useful to have built a 
positive relationship with the students. These assessments can also be used as the 
Speaking and Listening element for Functional Skills English. Often the suggested 
content of the spoken language is Post 16 options. This allows students time to plan 
their Post 16 Options and share their ideas and work so far with staff.  



 
Art GCSE is where possible split into smaller groups so students can have more 
freedom to be more creative and use more specialist Art resources. This is an 
enrichment activity as well as access to a GCSE qualification for those more 
interested and gifted in Art. Art students can also complete Art based units from 
Vocational Studies. 
 
AQA PSE and more general PSE is taught by Core Teachers and Teaching Assistants to 
each Year Group. Each student has access to at least two lessons of PSE per week 
with most accessing more. There are visits each year from the Fire Service, The 
Police; Project Zao, Broxtowe Youth Homelessness, Derby College, NCN College and 
NHS Sexual Health Staff.  Students have work accredited from EL1 to Level 2 
meaning all ability levels can be met. Also, students that are only on roll for a short 
time can still gain accreditation. 
 
Step-up to English Year 10 and Year 11 Cohort entered for Step up to English in 
January so that results are available prior to GCSE examinations.  
 
Students with more unpredictable and unsettled homelives and those more at risk of 
moving to APT are entered ASAP for formal examinations (non-GCSE). This means 
they are likely to have more qualifications in preparation for Post 16. Certain 
students also can sit GCSEs at the end of Year 10. 
 
Option subjects such as BTECs, Cambridge Nationals and certain GCSEs are taught in 
the afternoons with some units delivered as part of other lessons. Students 
complete portfolios of coursework for BTECs and Cambridge Nationals over a 
maximum placement length of two years.   
 
Science Tuition is offered to students that have made enough progress in this subject 
area, are keen to continue and have good predicted GCSE grades. Science AQA 
Synergy has been considered the most appropriate course but exam entries may 
depend on the course students have already been studying.  
 
 
 


