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History Overview 
Our History team is determined to make every pupil enjoy History. We aim to show every 
student the value, importance and relevance of past events and why a knowledge of the 
past is important to how we shape the future.  
 
Qualification 

Pupils follow the OCR Entry Level Certificate in History. This qualification links into the GCSE 
History qualification. 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/entry-level/history-r435-from-2016/ 

 
Our philosophy is:- 

• History should be engaging and interesting. We will not teach anything that cannot 
be made exciting or interesting. Luckily nearly all of History is! 

• History should be relevant. It should teach pupils something about the 
world they live in and help them make sense of modern life as well as teaching them 
about past lives. 

• History should teach skills. Pupils should leave us with not only a knowledge of the 
past but critical thinking skills, debating skills, the ability to weigh up arguments and 
the ability to spot bias and propaganda. 

 
We aim to vary the curriculum and include topics from the Tudors through to the World 
Wars and ancient Britain through to the Industrial Revolution. 
 
PSHE within the History Curriculum 
 
History helps young people understand where they fit in the wider world. They can 
appreciate the technological leaps, disasters and wars that have shaped our modern history. 
They can link events together by looking at how relationships have affected the course of 
historical events. 
 
Regular pupil discussions based on a range of ideas and topics occur to foster 
communication skills and opinions. Some pupils will create work which will be displayed 
around school to create a show of good practice. All Pupils give and be given regular peer 
feedback and assessment. Pupils are taught to give and receive positive criticism to inform 
opinions about their work. Pupils will learn about society, how it is formed and place 
themselves within it. 
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Pupils will learn about how medicine and the use physical activity has improved health and 
decreased mortality rates since the industrial revolution. 
 
SMSC within the History Curriculum 
 
Pupils will be asked to contribute opinions to the whole class, on a range of different moral 
ideas relating to religion, multiculturalism and values. They will be encouraged to do this in 
a respectful and constructive way. Pupils are encouraged to look at the past and make 
decisions on the morality of what has happened; informing their future moral choices. 
Pupils will study a range of topics to ensure development of moral thinking. 
 
Through their History lessons pupils will have a chance to look at various faiths, including 
early Christianity and the effects of the church on peoples’ lives. Pupils will learn about how 
these religious practices changed. Pupils will look at History has been spread around the 
world through inter-continental events. 

Pupils will complete in depth studies relating to other periods of history, how people lived 
and why they practiced and believed the things they did. These will include medicine (and 
how it developed over time), the Norman era, life in a medieval village, as well as how the 
world has changed since the 1500s. pupils will look at how this has affected people and the 
lives they live both before and after. They will study the plight of Black People in America 
during slavery, as well as the Holocaust to ensure the development of moral thinking. 

Video Clip 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hLE-5ElGlPM 
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Curriculum Mapping – History  2018-2019 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
The Norman 
Conquest:- 
 
• Hastings 
• Feudalism 
• Rebellion 

The Norman 
Conquest:- 
 
• Design and 

distribution of 
castles 

• Purpose and 
functions of 
castles 

Crime and 
Punishment:- 
 
• Types of 

punishments 
through the ages 

Medieval Britain:- 
 
• Crimes and 

punishment. Who 
were the 
criminals, what 
type of crimes 
they committed 
and punishments 
given 

Medieval Britain:- 
 
• The power and 

responsibility of 
the king 

• Claimants to the 
throne 

• Challenges to 
power 

Site or Individual 
study:- 
 
• Research and 

produce a 
description of a 
person or site 

• Research and 
produce a 
description of the 
importance of the 
person or site 

 
 


